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Record of the meeting held on September 21, 2009


Conducted under the chairmanship of Ambassador José E. Pinelo, Permanent Representative of Bolivia to the OAS and Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, to consider the items on the order of business, document GT/DADIN/doc.372/09, the meeting was attended by 12 delegations.

1. Election of Vice Chairs


The Chair reported that to date only the delegation of Ecuador had expressed interest in filling the position of First Vice Chair, and the delegation of Guyana in filling the position of Second Vice Chair.  As the required quorum for decisions was not met, the election was postponed to the next meeting.

2. Oral report on the Specific Fund to Support the Preparation of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

For the presentation of this report, the Chair offered the floor to Dr. Johanna Salah, Legal Adviser in the Department of International Law, who on behalf of the Technical Secretariat gave a summary of accounts and logistics for these meetings and provided an update on the Department’s search for funds.  Dr. Salah noted that the meeting held in December last year cost $82,000 and was funded with contributions from Spain, Nicaragua, Mexico, and France, and again thanked them for their contributions.  She also indicated that there were 101 participants, 23 of whom were financed under the Specific Fund, and this year a similar number was expected, with one representative per country, except in the cases of Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador, and Guatemala which, as on the previous occasion, had two participants each because of the density of their indigenous population. The US$82,000 earmarked for this meeting would be distributed as follows:  US$30,000 for airfare; $12,000 for per diem and terminal expenses; $18,000 for accommodation; $1,000 for meals; $8,000 for interpretation and translation; and $13,000 for professional and administrative support.
With regard to the Specific Fund, she noted that by resolution CP/RES. 951 (1691/09) of May 13, 2009 the Permanent Council decided that the Selection Board should comprise five members who should be the current chair of the Working Group, and, in their personal capacity, four indigenous representatives: one from South America, one from Central America, one from the Caribbean, and one from North America; and that they should perform their functions ad honorem.


It was also noted that everything was in place and ready for the Selection Board’s teleconference.

Dr. Salah said that in terms of fundraising efforts by the Department of International Law, significant support had been received from the Government of Spain over the past two years.

The Chair expressed appreciation for the report, requesting the Technical Secretariat to submit it in writing so it could be agreed on at a future meeting.  The Technical Secretariat subsequently submitted that document, classified as GT/DADIN/doc.374/09.

3. Preparation and issues for the Twelfth Meeting of Negotiation in the Quest for Points of Consensus

The Chair proposed to consider this item, originally on the agenda as item 4, before agenda item 3, and it was so accepted by the delegations present.  In this regard, he said the Chair was proposing two dates for consideration on the holding of this meeting but that checks made after the draft work plan was published had revealed that no rooms were available in November to accommodate it and thus only the proposed dates in December would be left to hold the event.

In this regard, the Alternate Representative of Mexico indicated that his instructions were to support the November dates for holding the meeting but that, taking into account the information from the Secretariat, he needed to consult again with his foreign ministry. He later said he had received his foreign ministry’s support for the dates proposed in December.
The Alternate Representative of Venezuela noted the inconvenience of holding the meeting so early in December.
The Alternate Representative of Ecuador said that while she did not believe the proposed dates in December would pose any further inconvenience, it had to be borne in mind that the indigenous peoples had stated a preference for November, as noted in document GT/DADIN/INF.37/09.

With respect to the lack of a quorum, the Chair noted that this altered the schedule of invitations to organizations, thus adversely affecting the process of purchasing airline tickets. He further noted that, with the consent of the floor, it was being proposed to request adoption of the dates at the next meeting of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP), so as to be able to move forward with the process.
/
4. Presentation of Work Plan

In introducing the Work Plan the Chair noted that it revolved around the Twelfth Meeting being held in November but that, since there were no rooms in which to hold it, the work plan that was tabled (GT/DADIN/doc.373/09) had to be revised and presented to the next meeting for approval. However, he spoke about issues that the Chair wanted to submit for consideration by the floor in subsequent meetings, including the selection of topics; methodology; participants; the quality of representation of indigenous peoples’ organizations at the meetings; and participation or non-participation by state experts and special funding for them to participate; as well as the organization of a workshop to discuss issues that will be the focus of the Twelfth Meeting of Negotiation and matters related to preparation for the negotiation itself.

The Alternate Representative of Peru requested clarification on the purpose of the workshop and the reference in the mandate to undertake this activity.
The Chair reported that the matter had been considered at previous meetings and was in the report of the Chair on the Activities of the Working Group for 2008-2009 (GT/DADIN/doc.371/09). This would relate to knowing the status of the rule in each country, the Chair explained, and updating information on the issues that the countries would be dealing with in the meetings of negotiation under the topics requested by indigenous peoples’ organizations, rules adopted by countries, and the issue of processes to implement the rule in each country.  The idea, he said, was to invite experts so that we could work on these issues.
The Alternate Representatives of Mexico, Ecuador, and Peru said it would be useful to have the information provided by countries in their answers to the questionnaire sent by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights Rapporteurship on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

The Alternate Representative of the United States referred to a document presented several years ago by the Inter-American Development Bank on legislation in member states and the importance of taking them into account in the preparatory work.

5. Other business

The Chair noted that the key documents to forward to the next meeting were the “Procedure for Promptly Concluding the Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,” GT/DADIN/doc.246/06 rev. 8, and “Classification of Provisions that Could Facilitate Consensus” GT/DADIN/doc.329/08 rev. 2, and requested that they be studied carefully in order to decide on the methodology issue.
There being no request for the floor, the meeting was adjourned.
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�.	At its meeting on September 24, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) established November 30 to December 2 as the dates for holding the Twelfth Meeting of Negotiation in the Quest for Points of Consensus.





